
 

 
   

Petrolheads in Paradise 

                         Austin Healey 3000 Mk1- Cyril Maree 

 

                          
 
 
I have had my 1959 Austin Healey 3000 MK1 BT7 for 38 years now 
My love for the Austin Healey started way back in the early sixty’s when walking past an 
Austin dealership in Salisbury on my way for a lift to the car race track. 
They had this new Healey with a hard top on it next to other Austin cars and I stopped in my 
tracks to gaze at this beauty that, at the time, I had never seen before 
Lucky for me the race day included some other Healeys racing- like 100/4. At that stage I 
knew nothing about them but made up my mind then to find out something 
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My first car was a Ford Popular then a Hillman Minx that I never got right but learnt a lot 
about fixing cars. During my stint in the Rhodesian Army call up I noticed a 1071 Cooper S 
for sale at Glasby’s garage and begged my dad for a loan. Two week later I had it, but still 
not a Healey, I had ,like many of us, many cars that all needed fixing up and hotting up like 
Anglia’s and Cortina’s and R8 Renault 
Leaving Bulawayo for Cape Town mid 70’s I started my hunt for a good Healey but not many 
of them around. I eventually found one owned by a CHC member Rob Blackwood Murray 
100/4 BN2 that was owned by Monty Silverman and raced by Roddy Turner. This was a no 
bumper type car for racing and a bit tatty but in my price range . I did rebuild it but when my 
present car came up for sale I had to buy it as it was a 2+2 for the kids as I told my ever 
loving wife 
I have had a 100/4, 100/6 ,3000MK1 BN7, MGB GT and still have my BT7 and a Frog Eye 
Sprite as my toys. 
My present car I rebuilt about 20 years ago and hasn’t missed a beat ever since. It is very 
hard to break a straight six 3000 motor. I had it sprayed about four years ago in Knysna but 
it was a disaster. I have learnt to live with the imperfections as rectifying them is just too 
much of a mission as you get older, Maybe will get to it before I die 
As all cars and wives they all need constant attention and doing it yourself like in the old 
days getting harder. Lucky for us we do have still in our area many good and talented guys 
capable on working on our old cars. I joined the GRMC about five years ago and have met 
and made some very good friends with the same car interests. That’s the beauty of a car 
club. We all love cars and who you were or are and how much you have doesn’t or shouldn’t 
matter. Love of cars and the same interests matter. 
Try to remember to spend on your wife what you spend on our car and you will have a happy 
wife and life. 
Regards 
Cyril 
      
 

Convenors: 
Garden Route Motor Club: 

Peter Pretorius  - peterp@afrihost.co.za   082 321 4724 

MG CLUB: 

Peter & Jill Morse – petermorse101@hotmail.co.uk 074 474 8368 

 

FOR YOUR INFO….. 

 Regular Breakfast Runs are held on the last Sunday of each month 

 Meeting places – KNYSNA – The Quays at the Waterfront at the end of Grey Street 

 SEDGEFIELD – Engen 1 Stop 

 

GRMC Events – 2021 

Your Club is back on the road again 
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All events will be subject to Covid -19 Restrictions 
 

 
Date / Day                                                          Event 

Quays 
Start 

Host - 
Invited 

    
    

 

October 
10 Sun Tsitsikamma Memorial Run      GRMC-All 
24 Sun GRMC AGM-  Pezula     GRMC - ONLY 
17 Sun Bring & Braai, Keurbooms Nature Reserve, Plett  MG - ALL 
31 Sun Breakfast Run, Zucchinis 09h00 MG - ALL 
    

 

November 
5 Fri Run to Herold wines with lunch   10:30 GRMC - ALL 
14 Sun Bring & Braai, Reitz Farm, Hoekwil  MG - ALL 
14-20 CapeMog annual tour (info only)   
28 Sun Breakfast Run, Plett 09h00 MG - ALL 
    

 

December 
5 Sun GRMC Xmas Lunch -Pezula   GRMC - ONLY 
10 Fri Gasoline Alley Braai 16h30 MG/GRMC 
    

 

Note: Events labelled GRMC-All or MG-All are open to members of both clubs    
    

 

Chairman’s Chirp – September 2021 

Spring has arrived with everything looking brighter and I can’t wait for some warmer 

weather! It is amazing how fast this Covid year has disappeared, with Xmas only 3 months 

away. The outlook for us to return to some form of “new normality “ is now looking far 

better than a couple of months ago . The easing of the Covid restrictions to an “adjusted 

level 1” is very good news and has afforded us more leeway to start arranging some events 

and using our cars / motorcycles. We certainly are looking forward to the arrival of the 

club’s activities. 

In line with the aforementioned comments, September got off with a bang with a host of 

activities taking place. Included in the month we saw the Simola Hillclimb taking place ( 

unfortunately no spectators except for a couple of us who marshalled in the pit area ) , a 

“bring and braai” arranged by the MG club at Natures Valley , a Heritage Day tour to 

Swellendam to meet up with some Crankhandle Club members from Cape Town , Brian 

Bruce who staged an open event for classic and custom cars for whom the “love of Cars” is 



meaningful and the usual MG month end breakfast which is now back on the calendar . In all 

instances Covid protocols were applicable. Coverage for some of these events will appear in 

this Torque. For activities that will take place in October and for the remainder of 2021, 

please have a look at the events calendar in this month’s Torque. Please join in whenever 

you can.  

October is an important month for the GRMC, as the AGM will take place on October 24 and 

will be held at the Pezula Hotel & Spa followed by a light lunch. Please diarise this date and 

attend if possible. Peter Turner has already circulated the updated GRMC Constitution and 

asked for comment. Some comments have been received but if you would like to comment 

or require further clarification, please E-mail Peter T on treasurer@grmc.co.za . Your input is 

necessary as we would like to avoid a lengthy discussion at the AGM. Full details of the AGM 

will be sent out in the coming weeks. An important paper that will be included is a “member 

nomination form “to serve on the committee. This is a further request to consider making 

yourself available. This has reference to my recent communication covering the member’s 

questionnaire responses and challenges that the GRMC will be faced in the future.  

New member:   

 We welcome Paulo Marchenko , who joined the GRMC in September and we wish him a 

happy and long stay with the GRMC and enjoying the interaction with members. Hope to 

meet him soon on one of our outings. Below is a brief history of his involvement in motor 

industry. 

My working career has all been within the motor industry, starting in 1977 at 16 with British 

Leyland Group as an apprentice through Jaguar cars and Morris Engines UK. Then moving to 

SA 1982 working at Toyota Manufacturing Corporation, General Motors, Pilkington 

Shatterprufe, Dorbyl Universal Transmission. Then back in UK 2000 at Jaguar/Land 

Rover/Aston Martin design division, and then back to SA 2006 and finally retiring from 

Volkswagen in 2021.  

One of my fondest memories as an apprentice was stripping down, measuring and 

rebuilding a 2.5 diesel (Black Taxi) engine at Morris Engines that gave me the confidence of 

working on engines, with the right tools and space you can do it.  

I have enjoyed cars and motorcycles since an early stage and enjoy working on them, my 

first car was a Triumph Dolomite 1850cc, and that was a challenge mechanically.  

Today I drive a Nissan 350z 2006 model and a Vulcan 900cc Twin motorcycle 2006.  

Obituary -   Fred Mullany (RIP) 

It is with great sadness that we advise of the passing of our dear friend Fred, having been ill 

for some time. Fred was ever the epitome of a gentleman (and a gentleman) and an 

enthusiastic member and attendee of both the GRMC and the MG club. Was there ever a 

more congenial and likeable person than Fred? He will be sadly missed by both Clubs.  We 
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extend our deepest condolences to Jo and his family at their loss and are thoughts are with 

them during this difficult time. 

Conclusion 

For some interesting reading covering the 20 highest price cars ever auctioned , just click on 

the following link – it certainly is mind boggling  

 https://www.autoweek.com/car-life/classic-cars/g36954797/most-expensive-cars-sold-at-

auction/?source=nl&utm_source=nl_aut&utm_medium=email&date=082421&utm_campai

gn=nl24838996&utm_term=AAA%20--

%20High%20Minus%20Dormant%20and%2090%20Day%20Non%20Openers 

I hope to see you on the Memorial Run to the Tsitsikamma Village Inn on October 10. 

Keep safe. 

Peter 

Simola Hillclimb – The Hilliclimb is 1.9 km  

The 11th Hillclimb was held over the weekend of September 3 to 5 under strictly observed 

Covid lockdown protocols. The sad part was that no spectators were allowed near the 

Hillclimb. It was quite sad as the spectators normally make the event exciting, besides the 

money loss to the Knysna business community and the organisers. As in past years the MG 

Club was assigned with the Marshall duties covering the three days in the pits. The 

marshalling duty is quite exhausting, but at least we were lucky to be close to the action and 

seeing the cars and drivers. We trust that the MG club will be rewarded for the service 

provided and with the funds going to charity. See below some pics of the marshal crew.  
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Classic Friday  

56 Classic cars participated and were split into 8 groups, depending on car type and engine 

size / modifications. The fastest and winning time of 39.943 seconds was set by Scribante in 

his 1972 Cheveron B26 (The car has been extensively modified and only the look is the same 

as the 1972 car – it is difficult to understand how it qualifies as a classic car!!) the slowest 

classic car being a Austin 7 Ulster recorded a time of 1min.59 seconds.  The GRMC members 

who participated were Ron Hollis in his Jaguar E-Type, Brian Bruce in his Jaguar D-Type and 

Cullum Price in Brian’s Lotus Europa . (Unfortunately Callum had an accident but was not 

injured). See some pics of the cars that participated in Classic Friday. 

    

  



    

King of the Hill – Saturday / Sunday. 

55 Cars participated in the “King of the Hill” over the two days and in the finals were split 

into 3 categories. The results are as follows: 

- Road and Super Car finals: 

Porsche GT3 RS - 45.8 seconds and second place Audi R8 V10 - 47.1 seconds  

- Modified Saloon car Shoot out: 

Toyota MR 2 – 40.4 seconds and second place Nissan 35 GTR – 40.5 seconds 

- Single Seaters and Sports cars: 

Gould/McLaren - 34.96 seconds and second AI GP / Ferrari - 37.2 seconds.  

It is the first time that the 35 second mark has been broken and will be the target to beat 

next year. The Gould/McLaren is owned by Andre Bezuidenhout from Somerset West and 

the car imported from the UK was specifically built for Hillclimb events. 

From all accounts the participants in general were very happy with the event. The Hillclimb 

in 2022 will be held over the weekend of May 6 to 8.  

   



             

          

                 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY – October 2021 
4th Dennis Houseman  5th Jeanette Nisi 7th Karin Gibson 
13th Derek Noyes-Smith 16th Leon Strumpher 16th Agatha Smith 
18th Norma Bowers  22nd Cedric Parker 24th Tony Lyons-Lewis 
28th Joan Steenkamp  30th Penny Field 

 
 
 
 
 



 

FOR THE LOVE OF CARS 

BY  Brian Bruce  

A short TV Series For the Love of Cars was aired globally from 2014, giving enthusiasts 

around the world a social and technical insight into what made certain cars of their day into 

the Heritage Classics we know today.  

So it was that for Heritage Day 2021, the scene was set to celebrate this important aspect of 

our personal heritage, through the cars we love and the heritage preservation movement 

they represent.   

Knysna weather is anything but predictable, yet as the early sun broke weakly through 

scattered clouds in the chilly spring morning air, we knew all was going to be OK. What we 

did not know was just how many cars would respond to our rather impromptu and unusual, 

open invitation to the event.  

Callum and Innocent immediately set about making a plan to “hide” the large pothole at the 

end of our cul-de-sac (ignored by our municipality for three years and this event). The plan 

was simple, park the biggest car we have over it – the Mustang.  

“Bonnets Up” is a long tradition in the display of all forms of transport. And if the engine is at 

the rear, as with the GT40 (also on display), perhaps this is “Bottoms Up”! Whichever, the 

primary purpose is to expose a vehicle’s intricate inner mechanicals to promote conversation 

on such important matters as comparative size, power and performance.  

 

Of course, this will be more challenging for modern cars, where everything is covered by a 

plastic overlay and few of us really know how it all works. After all, three tubocharged 

cylinders probably deliver better performance today that a normally aspirated eight of yore! 



                          

There was a brief respite with steaming cappuccino’s as the sun darted between the clouds 

and the clock marched to the appointed hour of ten. The cars started to arrive. First one, 

then another, more followed and before we knew it, all available spaces in Arend and along 

Uil Street were filled with an estimated 50 or so cars on display. We squeezed latecomers in 

where we could. Bonnets were raised and interaction commenced. Cars came from as far 

afield as George, Plett and Sedgefield. Many we knew and some we had not seen before. 

 

After three intense hours of interaction between owners and onlookers, it was over. Thanks 

must go to Ron Hollis (Bodge) and Brett Temple (Iconic) for partnering in this venture and 

contributing to what can only be described as a very successful event. In addition, Maillard 

Bakery served more than 70 coffees, together with an array of pastries.  

                        



This initiative has been brewing for three years since proposed by young Callum Price. We 

took guidance from and have attached ourselves to the SentiMetal platform 

(https://www.sentimetal.shop). Our idea is for a regular, impromptu social media process that 

might find traction among young enthusiasts. We are planning how to proceed going forward 

under the For the Love of Cars theme. In its broadest sense, it must be voluntary, 

interesting and open, with no “holy cows” (other than these three of course!).  

             

Thank you to all drivers and partners who brought their cars on the day. You are So Cool! 

 

Brian Bruce  

 

Giovanni Michelotti was a prolific, masterful designer 

The Triumph TR 4 celebrates its 40 th anniversary this year. The TR4 was received with 

much praise when it debuted in August of 1961; featuring items such as winding windows, 

face level cockpit ventilation, and an all-synchromesh transmission also received high marks 

from the motoring press.  The fixed rear window with a removable centre section, known as 

a “Surrey top", was available as an option pre-dating Porsche’s “Targa” roof. Triumph owed 

much to Michelotti for his many successful designs, and it is worth reflecting on this 

remarkable car designer’s life. 

Like many sons following in their father’s footsteps, Giovanni Michelotti, born in Torino in 

1921, seemed destined to follow in his. At the time of his birth, the elder Michelotti was 

already a machine shop manager at the Torino-based carmaker Itala’s engine factory, so it 

seems little coincidence that the younger Michelotti would come to develop a deep love of all 

things mechanical, especially cars. 

Leaving school at just fifteen-years-old, Michelotti garnered his first experience in the 

automotive industry as an apprentice at the Stabilimenti Farina in Cambiano, just outside his 

hometown. If that name seems familiar, it is because the nascent design house, and the best 

car-design “school” existing at the time, was started by the older brother of Battista “Pinin” 

Farina. Today the firm is called Pininfarina S.p.A, and still in operation. It was there that 

Michelotti’s talent was nurtured, if not recognized at first. In this golden age of coach 

building, and just two years into his apprenticeship, Michelotti’s first credited design was a 
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body design for a Lancia Astura, in 1938. The project, however, was not meant to be, and 

never put into production. Michelotti continued to churn out sketches, though. It would be a 

little while, but Farina would eventually put Michelotti’s designs for a re-bodied 1947 Alfa 

Romeo 6C 2500 into production, and soon thereafter a series of designs based on the Talbot 

T-26. The success of having cars derived from his work was the motivation that Michelotti 

needed to strike out on his own. He would establish his own studio, Studio Technico e 

Carrozzeria G. Michelotti, Torino in 1949. 

Michelotti would continue to work freelance for several Italian Carrozzerias, including 

Bertone, Ghia, Allemano, and Vignale. His first commission as an independent designer was 

a body for a variant based on the Ferrari 166, which would become just the first of many 

Ferraris he penned throughout his career. Throughout the 1950s, he would work on designs 

for Maserati, Lancia, and Alfa Romeo as well. Bodies for the Ferrari 212 Inter, Ferrari 340 

Mexico Coupe, Maserati 3500GT, Lancia Aurelia, and Alfa Romeo Giulietta Sprint Veloce 

would flow from his hand, and oh, what a hand it was. While Michelotti is now considered the 

father of freelance car design, it is also said that he would create the first sketches in one 

day and night only working with his pencils. 

Michelotti’s career would take an interesting turn toward the end of the ’50s, as he 

essentially became the in house designer for British carmaker, Standard Triumph. This came 

about when he penned a proposal to shape the 1956 Standard Vanguard, a sedan design 

that represented a total break with Standard’s conservatively designed cars. And so, from 

the late 1950s Michelotti was responsible for all the new models produced by Standard 

Triumph, starting with the Standard Vanguard and going on through models such as the 

Herald, Spitfire, GT6, TR4, and TR4A, TR5, 2000 series saloons and the FWD 1300 saloon. 

Later the Triumph Stag and Dolomite saloon would be added to the list.- nothing like a bit of 

Italian panache to spice up a staid British manufacturer, right?. He also designed the 

beautiful Triumph Italia coupe built between 1959 and 1962 by an Italian company around 

TR mechanicals.  

                               

Michelotti also made big contributions at BMW too–the BMW 700, the “New Class” BMW 

1600-2, and, later, the now highly-collectable 2002. A pagoda-style roof added to an OSCA 

study later ended up gracing the Mercedes–Benz SL class. The Japanese manufacturers 

contracted him to draw up the Hino Contessa and Daihatsu Sport during the 1960s. Other 

customers for Michelotti’s work included DAF, Fiat, and Ford, but he also found some spare 

time to produce a few cars under its own name. One of the few was the “Shellette”, a beach 

car with wicker seats and dashboard, like the Fiat Jolly. 

Michelotti is credited with more than 1,200 designs–cars, and even buses and trucks–where 

at least one model was produced. The quality, quantity, and breadth of his work are just 

some of the reasons why he was inducted into the European Automotive Hall of Fame in 

2009. Over the years, Michelotti declined numerous offers to join other coachbuilders 



because he was valued his independence as a freelancer, and the varied challenges they 

allowed. Michelotti passed away too soon in 1980, at the age of just 59. Carrozzeria 

Michelotti closed its doors in 1993. 

Michelotti’s name has always been associated with Triumph and many may not know that, 

during his long association with Vignale, he was asked to build an MG TD based special. 

This vehicle resembled the Ferrari grand touring cars and featured a body fashioned from 

aluminium. The styling featured many later Vignale cues and provided an interior that would 

have shamed many luxury cars of the day with intricate wood veneer.  Despite an excessive 

amount of chrome, the alloy body made the car only slightly heavier than stock and the 

performance was consistent with other similar cars of the day. The car still exists. 

                               

 

CLASSIC CARS CAN BE A WISE FORM OF INVESTMENT 

Classic cars, even lower priced everyday models, are becoming increasingly more 

attractive as investments when compared to traditional investments such as stocks 

and shares, property, art, and gold. This trend has been highlighted by an in-depth 

study by Vanarama, a leading British personal and commercial vehicle leasing 

company. 

The report said that few people previously considered classic cars in the lower price 

echelons as worthwhile investments, but it says if you can find a more modern 

classic in good condition, cars such as a 1991 Volkswagen GTI or an iconic 1968 

Ford Mustang, it can be a smart move to buy one as an asset with significant growth 

potential. 

The study was extensive and checked out on the value increases on affordable 

classic cars that cost a similar amount to an average, modern, second-hand car. The 

tool used was Hagerty, an international insurance company that specialises in 

insuring collectible vehicles and is considered the premier classic value guide which 

“exists to keep classic cars on the road.”  

The survey looked at pricing spanning 2010 to 2020 to show how a decade’s 

demand can affect the average price of a selection of affordable classic cars. 

Sources were classic car auctions, dealer sales, private sales with values reported to 

Hagerty by its members and values from the UK’s top classic car websites. 



The survey focussed on 10 cars, all of which cost £15 000 (R300 000 in SA) or less 

and are also available in South Africa. The cars and the percentage value rise in 10 

years: 1961 Volvo P1800 +283%; 1981 Mazda RX-7 +239%; 1972 Volkswagen 

Beetle +157%; 1968 Datsun 510 +132%; 1983 Land Rover Defender 110 +113%; 

1968 Fiat 124 Spider +81%; 1976 Alfa Romeo GTV +80%; 1968 Ford Mustang GT 

+67%; 1979 Jaguar XJ-S +39%; 1971 Triumph Stag Mk I +15%. 

The next comparison was to see how classic cars fared in terms of increased value 

vs. other investments, being stocks, UK property, art, gold, and an average savings 

account. Once again, the period was the 10 years from 2010-2020 and all the 

investments were valued at £15 000 (R300 000) in 2010. 

Stocks went up by 107%; the average, affordable classic car by 97%; UK property by 

50%; artwork by 49%; gold by 45% and the average savings account by 3%. 

The top five cars in the Vanarama research all gained more value over 10 years 
than traditional investments including precious metals, art, and property. However, 
to give a more balanced comparison we averaged the value increase across all 10 
cars in our study. 

However, as with the other approaches, it is worth noting that, unless you strike it 
lucky, the best return you are likely to get is if you store the vehicle (making sure to 
keep it in good nick!) over a longer time. 

Tomorrow's Affordable Classics, What to Watch Out For? 

Now that you have seen the money-making potential, what do the experts say you 
should look out for in a soon-to-be modern classic? While there are no guarantees – 
here are five of the biggest indicators you might be onto a winner: 

●      Demand – Has the model remained consistently popular beyond when people 
would usually be on the lookout for the next best thing? This is, generally, a sign 
that there is something special and it is worth keeping an eye on. 

●      **Rarity – **Demand will often lead to scarcity in models that are on their way 
to joining the ranks of the classics. However, just because they are harder to find 
does not always mean they will cost more upfront. If you keep out a keen eye for 
original owners getting rid of a model you want, you could bag a bargain. 

●      Design – Is it quirky, edgy, or just plain lovely to look at? If so, it is worth 
keeping an eye on as memorably designed cars are often the best bet when looking 
at what will be considered a classic in the future. 

●      **Tech – **Any features or gadgets that were revolutionary at the time or even 
those that in hindsight were slightly odd can add to the unique appeal of a vehicle 
and give it more of an edge in whether it will reach 'classic' status. 

●      Nostalgia – Has the vehicle been around long enough to get a feeling of 
nostalgia built around it? This is a crucial factor in identifying a future classic – you 



may have a hunch about a newer model, but until it has stood the test of time (say a 
decade or two), it is less likely to be considered a true 'modern classic'. 

One decisive point, to consider is the 'X Factor' - yes, we know it is a bit of a tougher 
concept to tie down, but every classic has that bit of magic that makes it stand out 
from the pack. 

Did the vehicle introduce something game-changing to the market?                      
Was it ground-breaking in functionality?                                                                
Does it have a fascinating background story?                                                          
Was it a limited-edition version of a popular model?  

If you can answer yes to a few of these, while there are no guarantees, it is a safer 
bet. 

Vanarama's Modern Classic Predictions 

Vanarama asked its resident YouTube car reviewer, Mark Nichol, to give his 
thoughts on what could become the next classic model.  

Here is what he had to say: 

"The BMW 1M Coupe stands out: stunning 3.0 engine, rear-wheel drive, manual 
gearbox, massive fun, quicker than BMW claimed, and only 450 made.  

Or there is the Alpine A110: rare and brilliant. 

Porsches are always desirable too, so something a bit special like the 2015 model 
Cayman GT4, only 50 of which made it to the UK, will almost certainly be a 
worthwhile investment. 

For something more affordable, the Renaultsport Clio 182 Cup is holding its value 
well and an original, low mileage example will most likely steadily rise in value." 

For skimmers, Mark's predictions for tomorrow's modern classics are: 

●      BMW 1M Coupe 

●      Alpine A110 

●      2015 Porsche Cayman GT4 

●      Renaultsport Clio 182 Cup 
 

Thanks to Roger Houghton for sending this article 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/user/vanaramauk/featured


Heritage Tour 24 September 

By Dennis Cook 

During 2020 Colin Greyvensteyn (event organiser) and Megan Woodward (Vice chairman) from  the 

Crank handle club  in Cape Town, probably the oldest continuous motoring club in South  Africa,  

approached  the GRMC to participate in a joint tour over the Heritage Day weekend. Our Chairman 

Peter, is keen to develop relationships with this and other Clubs. Unfortunately, due to the Covid 

restrictions, this did not occur but over the past few months a programme was developed for 

members of both clubs to meet, tour and spend some time together in Swellendam and the 

neighbouring towns. The only conditions to participate were that your car had to be earlier than 

1985 and that participants had to be fully vaccinated against Covid and that all Covid protocols had 

to be adhered to.      

Although we did extensively publicise the event, there were finally only 7 cars  (12 people) from the 

GRMC who decided to participate in the weekend away. We motored down the N2 on Friday 24th, 

primarily to meet up with Gordon and Denise Waring in Riversdale; members that we don't see too 

much of because they farm in the Little Karoo.  After a congenial lunch stop they were waiting for us 

in their stately Jaguar 420G. Our base was a comfortable and affordable Guest House called “ Aan  

de Eike”.  12 cars with 24 people of the Crankhandle Club arrived later in the afternoon having done 

a scenic drive via Franschhoek and Theewaterskloof.  The weekend and its activities were organised 

by Colin and his fiancée Megan; both young people who come from motoring families and both of 

whom are very active in vintage and classic motoring. Megan Woodward is also the secretary of 

SAVVA. It was nice to see the high regard of the much older “Crankers” for this energetic young pair.  

Since Heritage day is also known as “Braai Day” the guesthouse provided suitable sustenance 

accompanied by delicious salads. Luckily there were no vegetarians on the tour. Having been a 

“Cranker” as their members are known, I really enjoyed catching up with old friends and Peter P 

renewed friendships with people that he knew from the Knysna motor shows. It was great to see the 

interaction between the two clubs and it augurs well for future combined activities. 

The accent for the weekend was on allowing people to do whatever they would like and have an 

enjoyable weekend. A tour around Bonnivale, Montagu and Barrydale had been laid on returning via 

the Tradouw pass and Zuurbrak.  Participation in part or all of the tour was optional. Most of the 

GRMC people chose, instead, to enjoy a walking tour in this historic town which is, apparently, the 

third oldest magisterial district in the country. It was a lovely warm day to do the walk, admiring the 

many beautiful historic buildings and, on returning to the guesthouse, we came upon a Saturday 

country market with a couple of historic pubs nearby to enjoy a cold frosty. 

A most enjoyable day was concluded with dinner at the historic Drostdy restaurant, which was built 

in 1747 as part of the buildings of the official residence and seat of the magistrate. When we entered 

and heard the strong Gallic accent of the owner and chef we had an idea that we were in for a 

memorable evening. A three course menu had been circulated to the participants to make their 

choice beforehand in order to enable more efficient service. Fine dining was definitely the order of 

the day accompanied by good wines and after the dinner Schnapps from Hanepoot, instigated by a 

pair of the tribalised Austrians. Needless to say the GRMC team was the last to leave, seriously 

jeopardising the curfew. 



Our journey home took different directions but Peter, Cyril Maree and I chose to return via the 

Tradouw pass to the R62 motoring through Barrydale via the Huisrivier pass to Ladysmith and Zoar 

and into Calitzdorp for an enjoyable Al Fresco lunch at De Krans Bistro.  These are some of the most 

enjoyable roads on which to drive a classic sports car. The Outeniqua pass was ideal to round off the 

journey. There are plans afoot to have a similar combined tour in 2022, although probably at some 

other interesting town.   

   

 

    

 

           

 

 

 



Motoring Minutia  

By Dennis Cook 

Renewal of Car Licences. It can’t just be me, but I have not had a car licence renewal form from 
NaTIS for some years. Initially there was the renewal form sent by post, then by email, and then it 
dried up altogether. In the Knysna Municipal areas one has to fill in the green form application for 
renewal and hand this together with a copy of ID and proof of residence. This is a pain if you have a 
few cars, but many don’t seem to know that you can print out a copy of the NaTIS renewal by going 
on to their website https://www.natis.gov.za/ and click on Services. If your car licence is due for 
renewal you can print the renewal notice and take it to the Municipal licencing office.  

Now, The South African Post Office is changing its queuing and online systems, which it says will 
make it easier for motorists to get their vehicle licences. The Post Office said it has also started 
development on a mobile application to renew motor vehicle licences. This app enables the 
customer to complete the whole process in the comfort of their own homes or offices, it said. The 
entire renewal process, including payment, will be done on the app, leaving only the last step of 
accessing the actual disc. This will be done in one of two ways: The customer can either choose to 
collect from an SA Post Office outlet nearby; or the Post Office can deliver the disc to the customer – 
at an affordable delivery fee. 
(Why am I sceptical?) 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Alfa Romeo Giulia and Stelvio SA launch –September 2021. A fascinating fact disclosed during the 

launch presentation of the new versions of the Giulia and Stelvio was that Henry Ford was quoted as 

saying the following: "Every time an Alfa Romeo car passes, I lift my hat". There is something about 

the Alfa Romeo brand that confounds logic and sensibility..........its called EMOTION. It's a magic that 

very few brands simply have and can never be explained. Alfisti are simply fanatics in the true sense 

of the word. 

Another fact that emerged during the launch presentation was that at one time in the past the 
number of Alfa's in SA was the second highest in the world after Italy. This would, of course be when 
they were manufactured in South Africa. It is said that you cannot call yourself a petrolhead if you 
have not owned an Alfa.  
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Wheel alignment for Classics : I have recently had new kingpins and bushes fitted to my 1979 

Morgan by someone who also rebuilt the steering box. It was apparent by scuffed front tyres that 

they did not do the wheel alignment. I did not want to go to one of the fitment centres where they 

can only adjust your wheel alignment if the vehicle is programmed in their computer. My car, like all 

older Morgan’s provides only for Toe in/out to be set. I found someone in George, who, if you have 

the specs for your car, can not only set the toe in,  but can read and adjust (where possible) the 

castor and camber settings: Best Drive George. Most older cars don’t allow adjustment of these but 

it is nice to know if your settings are correct or if you have a suspension problem. Best Drive George - 

GR Tyres, are at 19 Saffier Cres, Tamsui Industria, just off PW Botha in George, Tel : 044 050 3636 

about:blank


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Festival of Motoring is back. 2022 will celebrate the 5-year evolution of the Festival of motoring, 

taking place at the premier motoring and motorsport facility in Africa, Kyalami Grand Prix Circuit. In 

celebration of the industries achievements, the Festival will highlight innovation, provide on-track 

activities, world-class entertainment and opportunities for manufacturers to engage with new and 

existing motoring enthusiasts. To ensure social distancing, there will be limited tickets in exclusive 

bubble pods available to visitors. The Festival encompasses all things motoring: Africa’s leading 

Automotive manufacturers. Motor-tainment, Adventure Zone, Innovation & Technology, 

Entertainment & Family Fun as well as Retail Lifestyle & Outdoor. It is nice to see the automotive 

world returning to normal. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

New Garden Route Attraction :  A couple of years back you might have seen a program on SABC2 

called "Collectors candy" presented by Ivan Brewer, who toured villages and backroads in search of 

memorabilia, mostly auto and bike for his business in Observatory, Cape Town called “Detroit Vintage 

garage”. Ivan subsequently sold most of his collection and moved to De Rust. He was apparently also 

involved in setting up the “The Village” in Graaf Reinett.  

Ivan has purchased a property that lies between Sedgefield and Timberlake village which you will 

find on the left as you are heading in the Wilderness direction. Having passed there recently I was 

attracted by the number of antique trucks and other “stuff” in the yard. I spoke to Ivan himself who 

informs me that he is most likely to call the business “Smokkelhuis” and, while it is not yet open to 

the public, he envisages that they will be a farm stall, coffee shop and antiques will be offered for 

sale. Possible date of opening end October. 

       

  

 

                              More info at : 

https://www.fukkenwax.com/      

Wacky Wax that you will take a shine to. Here is a 

product that will protect your classic car’s paint. It is 

not only a polishing and cleaning wax, but removes 

tar, grease, bugs and tree sap. Contains no silicones, 

Teflons or CFC, but just be careful how you ask for it 

by name!  



                                   

MY MINI MEMORIES ARE ALIVE AND WELL  --- OUR FAMILY MINI  

By Trevor Holland – our ex Austin man in Austria 
 
Our mini memories go back a long way  --- my first vehicle in the 1960's was an 
Austin Mini Van while my wife's first car was a Wolseley Hornet; followed by a Mini 
Clubman. Moving on a large number of years we now own an MPI classic Mini here 
in Graz Austria . 
 

           
 
 
Our car was purchased by its first owner on 25 Sept. 2000 (one of the last LHD’s 
built ) from the dealer in Graz . The new owner trailered it from the dealer, never 
used it and trailered it back to a dealer 8 months later. 
We purchased it in May 2001 with 13 Km ( yes 13 Km ) on the clock . 
The car was marketed in Austria as a MINI 1.3 i Sport. It’s in Nightfire Red 
Pearlescent with a gold coloured coach line. The trim is Stone Beige leather with 
Balmoral tweed cloth. It has the full sports pack including 13 inch wheels ) . It has a 4 
cyl. MPI (multi point injection) engine with only 2 injectors --- 63Hp -- 1275 cc. Apart 
from the two badges on the grill the car is as supplied from the factory. The colour 
combination suits the car well . 
 

   
 
Having had the car for 20 years or so, it now has 45000... Km on the clock . 
 
My hobby car for the summer months; it has a distinctive number plate. In Austria we 
use the term Summer car as Winter / Snow tyres need to be fitted from 1 st Nov 
through to mid-April. Hence our Mini is used for approx. 6 months of the year. Our 4 
X 4  vehicle comes into play in the winter. 
 



In Austria  you can choose your own registration number at additional 
cost ( 175 € for a 15 year period )  The number plate is issued to a person not the 

car --- The insurance company issues  the plate, road tax certificate , registration 
documents and of course insurance. The number plate can be used on up to 3 cars 
as long as the highest powered car is used for insurance purposes but only one car 
is allowed on the road at any one time.  
When in use the Mini it always gathers a crowd --- older people remember their Mini 
while younger generations have never seen such a car. How long will the car 
last  ????????  it’s an open question as we keep the tin worm at bay .   
 
Classic Mini production stopped ( UK )  in late Sept 2000 ( official date Oct.2000 ) 
when the PR people held the event .  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

Response to Consolidated Questionnaire by Lew Baker 

 

It was with great interest that I read the response regarding our recent survey. Frankly there 

was nothing that came as any surprise to me. However, as is my wont, I would like to express 

further opinions, not in any order, but simply as they go through my head. Please note these 

are MY opinions and are likely not shared by many. 

 

 Firstly, and to me importantly, both Heather (who has not the slightest interest in cars) and I 

derive a great deal of pleasure from being members of basically the "twin" clubs. Being based 

in George, and the clubs being primarily in the Knysna area, it is simply not practical for us 

to actively be part of any committees and also to attend many events. 

 

Back to the report and my thoughts. Frankly I don't give a rat’s arse about future generations 

and preserving cars for them.  They must sort their own shit out like I have had to all my life. 

 

Why do we even have these cars? Is it because we like to say "I have a Ferrari", or "I have an 

MGA" etc etc . In other words, bullshit ego. It is clear from the report that the bulk of owners 

don't service their own cars or even want to/incapable of. So why have them? Some will wail 

"But I enjoy driving them". Crap…, if you enjoyed driving them you would park your 

Toyota/Honda/BMW etc and use them every day! 

 

Frankly I think at our age they are crap to drive (note survey age group). Difficult to get in 

and out of, heavy steering, uncomfortable seats, indifferent brakes….the list goes on and on. 

Last Saturday I drove my '34 Aston from George to Knysna. Purgatory!, never again, my 

arms ached from the heavy steering , my right leg and hip was sore from pressing on non-

existing brakes, my kidneys are probably damaged beyond repair. I don't have enough years 

left to live to recover from this abuse.  

 

So if we (honestly) don't like driving them I come back to why do we have them?.  If you 

think they are an investment, I think you should have sold them a few years ago. Forget what 

the comics tell you, they are only desperately trying to keep their circulation up. This is a 

dying "hobby" and I believe one would be foolish not to be aware of that. Look at Kodak 

who hung onto 35mm film. Put them out of business. Many others as well who refused to 

accept reality. 



 

The reality is the market is substantially down, don't look at asking prices, look at sales 

prices. The last car I sold I couldn't get a single bite in RSA and had to send it to the UK to 

find a victim. I think the world is rapidly coming to realise that these cars will soon be 

legislated to museum pieces and how many cars can fit into a museum and how many do they 

want? Petrol, in 20 years' time ?, it might be like trying to buy Kodak 35mm now 

Replicas ? You are nuts! (could I add like you Lew) 

 

The only portion of the "old car movement" that seems to be going well is the race car 

component, oversubscribed at every event. I am talking Internationally not Nationally. Our 

cars ? Organiser's offshore are telling me it's becoming difficult to get enough entries to make 

tours viable, and not due to Covid. Some might have noticed (before Covid) that at the last 

few overnight events more and more of our members were using their modern cars thus 

reinforcing what I say about them being crap to drive. Realistically who (at our age) would 

want to drive an old car with no amenities for 500km when they could use a perfectly good 

modern car ? 

 

Now I have had my rant, where does that leave me? I really don't enjoy driving them(never 

have) but do enjoy working on them, yes even at nearly 80. Well, what to do with them ? 

SELL, for whatever I can get and perhaps keep two to play with. 

 

If you hanker for a bit of a sports car why not consider something relatively modern, such as 

a Toyota MR2 or a BMW Z3, perhaps a Porsche, something else with power steering, electric 

windows, air-conditioning, air bags etc. Wonder of wonders, if it gives trouble take it to the 

local agent. Make your problem theirs. These are totally practical modern retro classics; us 

deaf old buggers can even hear the radio in them!. 

 

Remember the result of the survey -we are basically a social club held together by cars, they 

don't need to be 50 years old. In fact our name ,Garden Route Motor Club, says nothing about 

old or classic cars 

 

Having read what I have written I must confess to recently gone against all my own logical 

thoughts and bought an E Type!@#????? Needless to say, though, I have thought of an 

excuse as to why, that I might share with you at some time. 

 

Cheers, stay healthy and cheerful 

 

Lew Baker 

 
 

Triumph Spitfire Mk 3 for sale complete and in good running 

order; LHD; asking R85,000. Car first registered in SA in 1972 
Contact : Graeme Reid Mobile: +27 82 901 2442 email: graeme@thereidbusiness.com 

 The car had a very good body job done (pics available) about 20 years ago thereafter 
it went into dry storage until we resurrected it a few months ago. 

 It is very original in all respects. 

 Many new imported various have been installed, including a new hood and carpet 
set, rubbers, hoses etc. 

about:blank


 All the usual stuff has been done on the motor (runs very well) but, as we were 
experiencing ignition issues, it will be fitted with electronic ignition . 

 Includes a spare engine and RHD steering rack. 

    

 

 

 
 

Our Website address is 
www.grmc.co.za 

 

Facebook page : https://web.facebook.com/gardenroutemc  

 
 

 

CONTACTS 

http://www.grmc.co.za/
https://web.facebook.com/gardenroutemc


 

Peter 
Pretorius 

 
Chairman/Knysna 
Motor Show 
Organiser/Events 

 
082 321 4724 

 
peterp@afrihost.co.za 

 
Peter Turner 

 
Treasurer 

 
082 586 4827 

 
treasurer@grmc.co.za 

 
Brian Gibson 

 
Club Regalia 

 
082 467 2145 

 
gibbo@mweb.co.za 

 
Sheridan 
Renfield 

 
Dating Officer 

 
044 343 2047 

 
sedgecars@gmail.com 

Ann Griffiths Membership database 
/SAVVA membership 

 
079 716 3132 

 
membership@grmc.co.za 

 
Jon Lewis 

Secretary/SAVVA  
membership 

 
079 659 6317 

 
lewisjon@mweb.co.za 

 
Wendy van Zyl 

 
Administration 

 
079065906317 

 
lewisjon@mweb.co.za 

 
Sylvia Marshall 

 
Newsletter 

 
082 958 2498 

 
sylvia.vintagerose@gmail.com 

 
Dennis Cook 

Social Media, Webmaster, 
Member communication 

 
060 700 0192 

 
gardenroutemc@gmail.com 

 
 

 

   
 

 
 

                  For all your    

     REQUIREMENTS PLEASE CALL SYLVIA ON 082 958 2498 
Also Available at Bodge Engineering, opposite Frost Motors 

FREE DELIVERY KNYSNA/PLETT/GEORGE 

         

   Sylvia’s Flowers –  

      081 824 7353 

  We cater to weddings, 
  Birthdays, funerals…. 

  If it’s flowers you   

    need, we deliver! 
 

mailto:sedgecars@gmail.com


 
 


